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PROCLAMATIONS

Proclamation 8470 of January 4, 2010
National Mentoring Month, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every day, mentors in communities across our Nation provide crucial sup-
port and guidance to young people. Whether a day is spent helping with
homework, playing catch, or just listening, these moments can have an
enormous, lasting effect on a child’s life. During National Mentoring
Month, we recognize those who give generously of themselves by men-
toring young Americans.

As tutors, coaches, teachers, volunteers, and friends, mentors commit their
time and energy to kids who may otherwise lack a positive, mature influ-
ence in their lives. Their impact fulfills critical local needs that often elude
public services. Our government can build better schools with more quali-
fied teachers, but a strong role model can motivate students to do their
homework. Lawmakers can put more police officers on our streets and en-
sure our children have access to high-quality health care, but the advice
and example of a trusted adult can keep kids out of harm’s way. Mentors
are building a brighter future for our Nation by helping our children grow
into productive, engaged, and responsible adults.

Many of us are fortunate to recall a role model from our own adolescent
years who pushed us to succeed or pulled us back from making a poor de-
cision. We carry their wisdom with us throughout our lives, knowing the
unique and timeless gift of mentorship. During this month, I encourage
Americans to give back by mentoring young people in their communities
who may lack role models, and pass that precious gift on to the next gen-
eration.



Proc. 8471 Title 3—The President

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2010 as National
Mentoring Month. I call upon public officials, business and community
leaders, educators, and Americans across the country to observe this month
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8471 of January 4, 2010

National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month,
2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The United States was founded on the principle that all people are born
with an unalienable right to freedom—an ideal that has driven the engine
of American progress throughout our history. As a Nation, we have known
moments of great darkness and greater light; and dim years of chattel slav-
ery illuminated and brought to an end by President Lincoln’s actions and
a painful Civil War. Yet even today, the darkness and inhumanity of en-
slavement exists. Millions of people worldwide are held in compelled serv-
ice, as well as thousands within the United States. During National Slavery
and Human Trafficking Prevention Month, we acknowledge that forms of
slavery still exist in the modern era, and we recommit ourselves to stop-
ping the human traffickers who ply this horrific trade.

As we continue our fight to deliver on the promise of freedom, we com-
memorate the Emancipation Proclamation, which became effective on Janu-
ary 1, 1863, and the 13th Amendment, which was sent to the States for
ratification on February 1, 1865. Throughout the month of January, we
highlight the many fronts in the ongoing battle for civil rights—including
the efforts of our Federal agencies; State, local, and tribal law enforcement
partners; international partners; nonprofit social service providers; private
industry and nongovernmental organizations around the world who are
working to end human trafficking.

The victims of modern slavery have many faces. They are men and women,
adults and children. Yet, all are denied basic human dignity and freedom.
Victims can be abused in their own countries, or find themselves far from
home and vulnerable. Whether they are trapped in forced sexual or labor
exploitation, human trafficking victims cannot walk away, but are held in
service through force, threats, and fear. All too often suffering from horrible
physical and sexual abuse, it is hard for them to imagine that there might
be a place of refuge.
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